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Forest Planning
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Socioeconomic 
Trends
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Analytical Tools
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Example of EPS and National Forest Socioeconomic Indicators use: 
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Other Forest 
Information
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Home 
Development
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Areas with forecasted growth

Bozeman

New Homes by 2023 
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Home 
Development & 
Wildfire Risk
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Here show wildfire risk and development trends together
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An Idea for Measuring 
Visitor Use
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How Do We Measure Recreation Use?
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Use Socially Generated Data
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Example: Whitefish, Montana
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Measure Trail Use and Economic Impact

Infrared counters 

Intercept surveys –
interview users to 
estimate expenditures, 
economic impact
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Trail Counter in Four Locations

Data for four trails
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Example: Whitefish, Montana
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Buy Data from Strava

Pair limited data 
from local trail use 
with Strava activity 
data to estimate 
use throughout the 
area
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Estimate Use on ALL Trails in County

The 
thicker the 
line the 
more use
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Estimate Use on All Trails in County

Click on a trail 
segment to 
learn who uses 
the trail, by 
type, and local 
vs. visitor
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Estimate Use on All Trails in County
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Data as a Management Tool

Trail 

Counter 

Data

Socially 

Generated 

Data
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Data as a Management Tool

illegal 

trails? 

through 
sensitive 
wildlife 
habitat?Trail Counter 

Data
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